
 

 
 

 

Changes around NCEA Assessment Dates – as at 27 August 2021 
  
The changes announced to NCEA this week are a NZ Qualifying Authority and Ministry of Education directive. St 
Peter’s understands that this will have widespread implications on our students. Due to this, we will be delaying 
our trial examinations until week 9 and 10. 
 

Purpose of Trial Examinations 
 

If Lockdown Continues 

To generate “derived grades” SLT will advise what is in place for trial examinations 
Valid, authentic and quality assured results Teachers are gathering assessment evidence to 

record student achievement against external 
assessments 

Students can access “derived grades” if not able to 
complete external examinations at the end of the 
year e.g. Covid19 / illness / accident / bereavement 
/ international students pre-booked travel home. 

Evidence data is being collected from google 
classroom, emails, portfolios, verbal conversations 
and more. 

Prepare students for an examination setting Continue to work alongside students to help them in 
this time 

Help identify next steps in learning Extra steps the Government may take; e.g. 
reintroducing Learning Recognition Credits, or 
making changes to the thresholds for Endorsements 
and University Entrance. 

 
Facts: 

• Due to the disruption of Covid-19 for students, NZQA announced changes to NCEA Assessment dates. 
NCEA and NZ Scholarship exams will be moved back by two weeks with exams now being held between 
Monday 22 November and Tuesday 14 December 2021. Revised NZQA examination timetable 

 
• NCEA subjects where students prepare a portfolio instead of sitting an exam; e.g. Design and Visual 

Communication, portfolios are pushed back by two weeks  
 

• The NCEA Level 1 Mathematics Common Assessment Task (MCAT) will be happening on 28 September. 
 
Considerations: 

• We appreciate that this update will be well received by some, however we also acknowledge that there 

will be a feeling of anxiety, disappointment or even frustration, with this change. 
• NZQA are implementing a pre-approval for a Derived Grade process for students who have a confirmed 

commitment/booking prior to the exam date changes. For example, international students who have a 
confirmed travel booking prior to the examination date changes.  Deputy Principal, Jess Patrick will work 
with families in these situations to manage this process.  

• New Zealand Secondary School Sporting events will not continue within the examination window.  
• Family-summer time, working commitments, and other ripple effects of this delay will need to be 

considered. 
 
As a school, we are here to support you: 

• If you require any assistance, please reach out to the deans, wellbeing centre or any Senior Leadership 

member.  

• Any questions around the changes, please ask Jess Patrick, jessicap@stpeters.school.nz. 

• A “wellbeing tracker” is being sent to our students to gauge where they are at. 

• Actions are being put in place to support student wellbeing, for example, the extension process, wellbeing 

toolbox and consideration around modes of assessment. 

 

Thank you for your understanding, we will keep you updated as soon as more information comes to us.   

 

Jess Patrick – Deputy Principal  

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/assets/qualifications-and-standards/qualifications/ncea/exams-and-portfolios/examination-timetable.pdf

